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Chair’s Note

Sorry it's been so long since the
last newsletter, | don’t know
where the time has gone.

There has been a lot going on
over the last few months so we
have lot of news to tell you.

The winter British Riding Clubs
competitions have been keeping
many of our members busy in
the early part of 2010. Full re-
ports follow later in the newslet-
ter but | must congratulate Ni-
cola Jordan, Rhys Williams, Kate
Hockley and Clare Rooney who
qualified for the National Novice
Indoor Jumping Championships
at Hartpury in April.

We have also been very busy
with club competitions and activ-
ity over the last few months.
Once again we wouldn’t be able
to run these events without the
help of our members so | must

Nick

say a big thank you to every-
body who has helped so far this
year and to appeal to those of
you who haven’t helped yet to
get involved. We have some of
our most labour intensive events
coming up with the One Day
Event in June and the Trec in
August so we really need volun-
teers to make these events as
successful as the past few
events.

I'd also like to congratulate all
the winners of the club competi-
tions we’ve held this year. It's
nice to see some new names at
the top of the results pages and
that some of our regular winners
are getting a run for their money!

Of course it’s not all about com-
petitions. We’ve had some great
fun already this year at the adult
camp and we'’re already looking
forward to the Gower weekend



Tell us what you think!

Although most events have
been well supported there are
a few that have had a disap-
pointing turnout. We want to
make sure that we are provid-
ing the right sort of events and
opportunities for people so we
would really like to hear your
views.

We circulated feedback forms
last year and only received
positive feedback so we're a
bit puzzled that this positivity

support for events, especially
social events.

Therefore if you have any
ideas about what we’re doing
wrong or right, what you would
like us to do differently, or
what else you would like us to
offer, we would really like to
hear from you. Please e-mail
riders2000rc@hotmail.com or
phone Anna Miller on 07811
257018 to give us any feed-
back you have.

doesn’t always materialise in

TREC popularity growing

The BHS TREC events have proved so popular over recent
months that we have now introduced a TREC series which in-
cludes two indoor events during the winter, and one full three
phase event in the summer. The indoor events in November and
January again proved popular and it was very pleasing to see
more members give TREC a go as well as some of the TREC
regulars that we enjoy welcoming back every time. Congratula-
tions to Sue DeClaire who won the newcomers section at both
indoor events. Sue will now have to enter the open event next
time! The open sections were won by non-members and TREC
regulars Zara Lawler and Polly Lloyd Davies respectively.

Plans for the three phase event are coming along nicely so why
not get practising now and give it a go in August, or help out for




Indoor Show Jumping and Dressage
proves a challenge

The indoor dressage and show
jumping qualifying competitions
were held on wet and windy
days in February and March and
despite difficult conditions the
club managed to send two junior
and two senior teams to both
competitions.

The show jumping was the first
competition, hosted by South-
erndown Riding Club and held at
Pencoed College. Rhys Wil-
liams, Nicola Jordan, Kate Hock-
ley and Clare Rooney were in
one senior team, while Julie Tar-
ney, Ruth Taylor, Jill Pritchard
and Charlie Boyd made up the
other. Both teams did well bu
Rhys and his harem beat off stiff
competition from 15 other teams
to finish second and qualify for
the championships, where they
had a lovely day out but unfortu-
nately weren't amongst the ro-
settes.

The two junior teams consisted
of Anna Saunders, Lucy Wil-
liams, lzzy Brown and Nicola
Russell and Millie Myers, Harriet
Blunden, Bethan Mansfield and
Sarah Evans respectively.
Again, both teams performed
very well but narrowly missed

out on qualification

The dressage was hosted by
Cricklands Riding Club and
held at Usk College for the first
time, a venue that everybody
agreed was very impressive.
Entries were so strong that the
junior and senior competitions
had to be held on different
days so all teams had their
work cut out to qualify for the
championship. Unfortunately,
that proved a task too far for all
our teams, although the most
notable performance came
from seniors Clare Rooney,
Ceri Gambold, Lisa Thomas
and Charlie Boyd who missed
out on qualification by just one
mark. The other senior team
was made up of Mandy Brim-
ble, Michelle Morgan, Gill
Pritchard and Sara Reynolds.

Juniors Anna Saunders, Lucy
Williams, Bethan Mansfield
and Victoria Tamplin and
Sarah Evans, Izzy Brown,
Becky Russell and Millie Myers
also performed very well and
all agreed that the experience
would stand them in good
stead for their next attempt at
qualifying!




Weather fails to dampen
spirits at Adult Camp

Despite some of the worst
storms for years during the
Adults’ stay at Stockland Lov-
ell in March, the spirits of eve-
rybody present refused to be
dampened by the torrential
rain and gale force 12 winds.
Even Ceri Gambold who man-
aged the camp’s only two falls
single handed made the most
of the apres-saddle activities.

The lessons on the first day
were successful, if a little
damp, but unfortunately the
second day’s lessons had to
be cancelled as the cross
country course was closed, the
show jumps refused to stay
upright even before anybody
hit them and the wind made
hearing any instructors impos-
sible. Instead we made the
most of the lovely countryside
by hacking out, including a
substantial trek through a river,
which did wonders for horses
afraid of water!

We were very impressed with
the excellent facilities for both
horses and riders, the food

was very tasty, if a little calorie
laden, and the staff were all very
friendly and helpful.

Camp was not a total washout
however as the group held infor-
mal mentoring sessions during
the evening, exchanging useful
experiences and learning new
skills. The session on Icthyol-
ogy was particularly enlighten-
ing. Many thanks to Jane
Groves for that one. We were
floundering for a subject until
she started carping on, but we
were soon hoping that salmon
would change the subiject!

We must be gluttons for punish-
ment, as we have booked to go
back at the same time next year.
It is the only time available to us
at the moment but we are hop-
ing that by making a regular
booking we will work our way to
a slot at a better time of year.

We are also hoping to arrange a
schooling day there for juniors
subject to sufficient interest, so
please let Claire Williams know
if you would like to attend.




Dressage series off to a good start,
but snow puts paid to jumping

For the first time this year we
are running a points series for
both dressage and jumping.
Both series are open to all, but
there is a separate competition
for members only.

Unfortunately, the first show
jumping competition was a vic-
tim of the snow and ice that
seemed to plague us forever
this winter and we were forced
to cancel on safety grounds. We
hope to re-arrange the competi-
tion in September so keep an

eye on the website for a date

The first dressage day however
proved very successful with well
over 40 entries and Riders mem-
bers did very well. All the classes
were won by members and many
others were placed..

Congratulations to Kaitlyn Ja-
cobs, Jordan Hillberg, Harriet
Blunden, Ethan Fettah, Nicola
Jordan, Rita Whitaker, Ruth Tay-
lor, Julie Tarney and Lisa Tho-
mas who were all winners.

Jumper Trial provides plenty of fun

The Indoor Jumper Trial event is now in its second year and proved
as popular this year as last. The event is a mixture of show jumping
and cross country, with cross country type knockdown fences all in the
indoor school. How Nick and Richard managed to fit 14 fences in
there we’ll never work out but they did a superb job of building a
course that looked wonderful and rode very well, despite some very
tricky turns. There was a very wide selection of fences from brushes
to corner fences, angled doubles a water jump and even a wishing
well!

Just like last year the smaller classes got us off to a slow start but with
clear round before each height, there was plenty of opportunity to get
some practice in and everybody seemed to enjoy themselves. As the
classes got bigger the numbers grew and it became a bit more com-
petitive until the dreaded new corner fence put paid to some entries in
the 2’9" class. Well done to all the winners - Katy Williams, Cindy
Stokes, Ruth Taylor, Sarah Evans, Abbie Taylor, Beth Mansfield and
Victoria Taverner.



Members dressage

The Members Only Dressage everybody was so good we may
evening on February 12th once consider dressage by candlelight
again proved that dark Friday next year!

nights in the winter don’t put peo-
ple off competing as we had two
full classes just like last year. At
least this time we managed to
complete both classes without the
lights going out on us, although

The winners were Katy Williams,
Jordan Hillberg, Jill Jefferies, Ceri
Gambold, Mandy Brimble, Kaitlyn
Jacobs, Anna Saunders, Wendy
Edwards and Debbie Russell.

Dressage outdoes jumping at joint
event

The open Dressage and Show Jumping day was held on May 16th.
This is the first time we have held a joint event like this, and although
the dressage was incredibly successful with over 90 entries which
meant that we had to borrow the outdoor school belonging to Nick
and Richard’s neighbour Louise Craig (thanks Louise!), the show
jumping entries were quite disappointing.

We think and hope that this was just down to the weather as those
who had early tests were subjected to a downpour and chose to pack
up and go home rather than wait for the show jumping, but as we
have another similar day planned for July 4th, we would like to hear
any feedback you have to make that day more of a success. Any
ideas are more than welcome.

Congratulations to Debbie Russell, Janet Bradbury, Bethan Mans-
field, Sophie Wall, Harriet Blunden, Ella Baxter, Gill Charles, Ethan
Fettah, Victoria Tamplin, Cathy Kirk and Lisa Thomas who all came
first in their respective classes and sections in dressage, and Nicola
Russell, Katy Williams, Jordan Hillberg, Sophie Wall, Harriet Blunden
and Kate Hockley who won the show jumping. Full results for all our
competitions can be found on the website.




Meet the committee

Ceri Gambold

How long have you been a member?
Right from the beginning when the club
was started.

What are you responsible for?
I’'m the Senior team co-ordinator helping |
Nick to organise the teams

What'’s your day job? i
I'm a Clinical Nurse Specialist. Basically [#& =
| look after people with chronic chest dis-|
ease

What'’s the best thing about your horse?

We have 2 now but Des is very special to us. He always gives his best and
tries his hardest. He has qualified for four national championships in three
different disciplines. | feel very privileged and lucky to have him , he is
such a nice person. Glen (the handsome red headed Irish one) has a lot
to live up to!!

And the worst?

With Des it's his big feet that he takes great delight in placing over mine or
Ann's toes causing much pain and cursing. He also has a habit of drag-
ging us where he wants to go when leading him. Glen is a real coward and
jumps sideways and runs away from scary things, often forgetting to take
me with him. I've spent a lot of time making unscheduled dismounts since
we’ve had him!

What has been your most embarrassing moment with horses?
There’s way too many to mention !

What’s your ambition for this year?
To continue to have fun and do justice to the talent that we think Glen has.



Dates for your diary
Riding Club Events

See your yearbook for more information. All events are at Alps unless
stated otherwise.

Sunday June 13th - One Day Event

Friday June 25th - Sunday June 27th Adults’ Gower Weekend
Sunday July 4th - Dressage and Show Jumping Day (part of series)
Sunday August 8th - Open Dog Show

Sunday August 8th - Friday August 13th - Junior Camp

Sunday August 22nd - BHS TREC at Cwrt Newydd Farm, Bonvilston
Sunday September 5th - Open Show Jumping (part of series)
Sunday September 26th - Jumper Trial

Thursday October 7th - AGM Wenvoe Village Hall.

Sunday October 24th - Indoor Team Show Jumping

Sunday November 14th - Grassroots and Open Dressage

Sunday December 12th - Christmas Show
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Other events at Alps

1 Saturday June 19th - One Day Event for the Terrified
1 Sunday September 19th - Pentyrch Hunt Hunter Trials
1 Sunday October 3rd - Glamorgan Hunt Hunter Trials

Other Clubs’ Events

Wye Valley Riding Club is holding two training days with well known in-
structors (including Nick!) on July 17th and 18th at Howick near Chep-
stow and have invited members of other clubs along. There will be one
hour or two hour sessions for dressage, show jumping and cross coun-
try and you can pick and chose which disciplines and levels to do. The
deadline is a bit tight as applications need to be in by June 16th al-
though it is likely places will still be available after that. For more infor-
mation, contact Laura Jones-Giriffiths on 01633 420245 / 07929 149918
or visit www.wyevalleyrc.org.uk

For sale

Green Ifor Williams 510 trailer £2500. Contact Ceri on 07749 725080




